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Edition 

Already steaming into the last week of June and with half the year done we complete June with the celebration of martyrs.  We begin the week with 
the feast day of Saint Josemaria Escriva de Balaguer on 26 June, the founder of the most well-known personal Prelature in the Church, Opus Dei.  
On the 27th we celebrate the first of our two martyrs, both of whom have their shrines in Canada, both Ukrainian.  On the 27th we recognize one 
of the great doctors of the Church and an aggressive persecutor of heretic factions of Christianity, Saint Cyril of Alexandria. Saint Irenaeus is 
celebrated o     n June 28, a man who sought martyrdom one hundred times, and successfully received the martyr’s crown along with hundreds of 
Christians in 202.  The two most eminent Apostles of Christ, Peter and Paul are jointly celebrated on the 29th.  And finally, the 30th of June brings 
us to infamous persecution of Christians by Nero on the day celebrated for all the First Martyrs of the Church of Rome.

osemaria Escriva de Balaguer was born in Barbastro, 
Spain, on January 9, 1902, the second of six 

children. Growing up in a devout family, he 
learned the basic truths of the faith and 
practices such as frequent confession and 
communion, the rosary, and almsgiving. The 
death of three younger sisters, and his father's 
bankruptcy, taught him the meaning of 
suffering and brought maturity to his outgoing 

and cheerful temperament.  

Beginning in 1918, Josemaria sensed that God was 
asking something of him, although he didn't know 

what it was. He decided to become a priest, in order to be available for 
whatever God wanted of him. He was ordained a priest and began his 
pastoral ministry in 1925.  On October 2, 1928, while he was making a 
retreat in Madrid, God showed him his specific mission: he was to found 
Opus Dei (Opus Dei is Latin for "Work of God"),      an institution 
within the Church dedicated to helping people in all walks of life to 
follow Christ, to seek holiness in their daily life and grow in love for God 
and their fellow men and women.  

While celebrating Mass in 1943, Fr. Josemaria received a new 
foundational grace to establish the Priestly Society of the Holy Cross, 
which made it possible for some of Opus Dei's lay faithful to be ordained 
as priests. The full incorporation of both lay faithful and priests in Opus 
Dei, which makes a seamless cooperation in the apostolic work possible, 
is an essential feature of the foundational charism of Opus Dei, affirmed 
by the Church in granting Opus Dei the canonical status of a personal 
Prelature. In addition, the Priestly Society conducts activities, in full 
harmony with the bishops of the local churches, for the spiritual 
development of diocesan priests and seminarians. Diocesan priests can 
also be part of the Priestly Society, while at the same time remaining 
clergy of their own dioceses. 

As of 2018, the faithful of the Opus Dei Prelature numbered 95,318 

members, of which 93,203 are lay  men and women, and 2,115 priests in 

approximately 70 countries.  Monsignor Escriva's death in Rome came 

suddenly on June 26, 1975, when he was 73. On May 17, 1992, Pope 

John Paul II declared him Blessed before a huge crowd in St. Peter's 

Square. He was canonized a saint on October 6, 2002. 

 

orn in 1877 in Dobromirka (then 

Austria-Hungary, now Ukraine), 

Nykyta Budka was      ordained 

in 1905 in Lviv. Seven years later 

he was      consecrated bishop for the 

Ukrainian Catholic immigrants in 

Canada. His nomination as the first 

Greek Catholic bishop in Canada was      a 

response to a wave of immigration from 

Central Europe. When he arrived in 

Winnipeg, in December 1912, the Ukrainian population in Canada was 

about 150,000. For fifteen years he traveled throughout the country 

visiting scattered Ukrainian communities. During his tenure the 

Ukrainian Catholic Church in Canada grew from 25 to 170 parishes.  

Despite his commitment to the mission in Canada, Bishop Budka was      

forced to resign in 1928 due to his poor health, and he returned      to 

Ukraine, where he served      as a canon and led      the renovation of a 

Marian shrine.  For eighteen years he served Ukrainians and served in 

Lviv as Vicar-General for his friend      and superior, Metropolitan 

Sheptytsky. The two suffered through the Nazi occupation in 1941 and 

Sheptytsky died in 1944 at seventy-eight years of age, and was succeeded 

by another martyr, Joseph Slipyj, appointed as his successor.  After the 

end of the war and occupation by the USSR of Ukraine, in 1945, Bishop 

Budka, Metropolitan Slipyj and all the Ukrainian Catholic bishops were      

arrested and imprisoned or sent to labour camps by the Soviet 

communists. Bishop Budka had always maintained his Canadian 

citizenship, and, during his imprisonment, the Vatican and Canadian 

officials collaborated to negotiate his release. He died in a prison hospital 

in Kazakhstan on October 1, 1949. Pope John Paul II beatified him in 

2001, along with 26 other Ukrainians martyred by the Soviet regime. 

asyl Vsevolod Velychkovsky was born on 1 

June 1903 in Stanyslaviv (now Ivano-

Frankivsk) to families which had      a long 

tradition of men seeking the vocation of 

priest.  Due to Vasyl’s parents’ instruction in 

Christian devotion, Vasyl had a desire to 

work for the salvation of souls since his very 

childhood. 

Having served in the army during World War I, he returned to the 

seminary in 1924, and      was ordained a deacon by Metropolitan Andrei 

Sheptytsky. He joined the Redemptorist novitiate and a year later, on 29 
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Blessed Vasyl Velychkovsky (1903-1973) 27 June 

If you are interested in learning more about the Personal 

Prelature of Opus Dei, please contact Brent Boyd at 

brent@boydfam.ca 
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August 1925, he professed the vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience. 

He was ordained a priest on the 9th of October of the same year. 

On 16 November 1928 Fr. Velychkovsky arrived at the Redemptorist 

monastery in Kovel. There, he immediately became involved in 

missionary work among the Galician settlers, who had departed from the 

Greek-Catholic Church and joined the Russian Orthodox Church. Fr. 

Velychkovsky continued his apostolic activity on a large scale, even 

though the Greek Catholic Church underwent persecution at the hands 

of the Soviets after their occupation of Western Ukraine in 1939. In 1940 

he organized a procession in which some 20 thousand faithful 

participated, carrying crosses through the streets of Stanyslaviv. Despite 

the threats from Soviet secret police, Fr. Velychkovsky did not give up.   

After WW II, the soviets seized Galicia in 1945, and in just one night of 

10-11 April, they arrested representatives of the entire Greek-Catholic 

hierarchy. On 26 July 1945 Fr. Vasyl Velychkovsky was arrested in 

Ternopil – “for anti-Soviet propaganda”. During the interrogation he 

was offered the option of joining the Russian Orthodox Church in 

exchange for his freedom. The answer was: “Never!” Later Fr. 

Velychkovsky was transferred to Kiev prison, where the investigation of 

his case lasted for almost two years. Finally, the Kiev regional court 

sentenced him to death. During the three months spent in a death row 

cell, Fr. Velychkovsky continued performing his duties as      a priest. 

Finally, the night came when the guards led Fr. Velychkovsky out of his 

cell. However, they did not go to the place of execution, but to the office 

of the prison administration. There, Fr. Velychkovsky was informed that 

his death sentence was changed to a ten-year prison term.  On 27 January 

1972, with the second term of imprisonment over, Bishop Velychkovsky 

was sent to Yugoslavia for “recreation”. He then went to Rome, where 

he had a private conversation with Pope Paul VI and, shortly afterwards, 

Bishop Velychkovsky visited Canada.  Unfortunately, his visit to the 

Ukrainian Diaspora in Canada did not last for long. On 30 June 1973 

Bishop Velychkovsky died at the age of 70, having served as a bishop for 

10 years.  

Considering the testimonies of Bishop Vasyl Velychkovsky’s virtuous 

life, and particularly his endurance, courage and faithfulness to Christ’s 

Church during the period of persecution, the beatification process was 

started during the Jubilee Year.  On 24 April 2001 John Paul II signed a 

decree of beatification of Bishop Vasyl Velychkovsky, a blessed martyr. 

aints are not born with halos around 

their heads. Cyril, recognized as a great 

teacher of the Church, began his career 

as archbishop of Alexandria, Egypt, with 

impulsive, often violent, actions. He 

pillaged and closed the churches of the 

Novatian heretics,     participated in the 

deposing of Saint John Chrysostom, and 

confiscated Jewish property, expelling the 

Jews from Alexandria in retaliation for their 

attacks on Christians. 

Cyril’s importance for theology and Church 

history lies in his championing the cause of 

orthodoxy against the heresy of Nestorius, who taught that in Christ 

there were two persons, one human and one divine.  Nestorius said Mary 

was not the mother of God but only of the man Christ, whose humanity 

was only a temple of God. Nestorianism implied that the humanity of 

Christ was a mere disguise. 

Presiding as the pope’s representative at the Council of Ephesus in 431, 

Cyril condemned Nestorianism and proclaimed Mary truly the “God-

bearer”—the mother of the one Person who is truly God and truly 

human. St. Cyril of Alexandria died on June 27, 444, having been a bishop 

for nearly 32 years. Long celebrated as a saint, particularly in the Eastern 

Catholic and Eastern Orthodox churches, he was declared a Doctor of 

the Church in 1883. 

Saint Irenaeus was born in the year 120; he was Greek and probably a 

native of Asia Minor. His parents, who were Christians, placed him while 

still young under the care of the great Saint 

Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna.  

After Irenaeus had spent a number of 

years in combat against the eastern 

Gnostics and philosophers of error, 

Saint Polycarp determined to send him 

to Gaul, where many of the heretics of 

Asia Minor had already migrated to 

pursue the Catholic religion, which was 

beginning to find roots there.  A hundred 

times he exposed himself to martyrdom by 

his passion, but for him God was reserving that 

crown for      twenty-five years later.  This great Doctor of the Church 

wrote many important works and, by his preaching, Saint Irenaeus in a 

short time converted almost the whole country of Gaul to the Faith. 

Finally, he suffered martyrdom in Lyon, with many others, in the year 

202, under the Emperor Septimus Severus, after eighty years spent in the 

service of the Lord. The imperial decrees renewing the persecutions 

arrived at Lyons at the time of the celebration of Severus' tenth year of 

reign; the pagans found during the celebrations an opportunity to take 

vengeance on the Christians, who refused to participate in the celebratory 

debaucheries. Assassins armed with daggers, stones and knives filled the 

city with blood, and thousands of Christians died, with their bishop, 

winning the crown of martyrdom they had always admired as the greatest 

glory God could grant His servants. 

eter (d. 64?) Saint Mark ends the first half of his Gospel with a 

triumphant climax.  Peter makes his great confession of faith: 

“You are the Messiah” 

(Mark 8:29b). It was one of the 

many glorious moments in 

Peter’s life, beginning with the 

day he was called from his nets 

along the Sea of Galilee to 

become a fisher of men for 

Jesus. 

The Gospels provide the 

unflattering details about Peter 

too. He clearly had no public relations person. It is a great comfort for 

us ordinary people to know that Peter also has his human weakness, even 

in the presence of Jesus.   Peter is willing to accept Jesus’ doctrine of 

forgiveness, but suggests a limit of seven times. He walks on the water in 

faith, but sinks in doubt. He refuses to let Jesus wash his feet, then wants 

his whole body cleansed. He swears at the Last Supper that he will never 
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deny Jesus, and then swears to a servant maid that he has never known 

the man. He loyally resists the first attempt to arrest Jesus by cutting off 

Malchus’ ear, but in the end he runs away with the others. In the depth 

of his sorrow, Jesus looks on him and forgives him, and he goes out and 

sheds bitter tears. The Risen Jesus told Peter to feed his lambs and his 

sheep (John 21:15-17). 

Paul (d. 64?) If the most well-known preacher today suddenly began 

preaching that Canada should adopt Marxism and not rely on our 

Constitution, the negative reaction from people might help us 

understand Paul’s life when he started preaching that Christ alone can 

save us to the Jews. He had been the most pharisaic of Pharisees, the 

most legalistic of Mosaic lawyers. Now he suddenly appears to other Jews 

as a heretical welcomer of Gentiles, a traitor and apostate. 

Paul’s central conviction was simple and absolute: Only God can save 

humanity. No human effort—even the most scrupulous observance of 

law—can create a human good which we can bring to God as reparation 

for sin and payment for grace. To be saved from itself, from sin, from 

the devil, and from death, humanity must open itself completely to the 

saving power of Jesus. 

Reflection 

We would probably go to confession to Peter sooner than to any of the 

other apostles. He is perhaps a more striking example of the simple fact 

of holiness. Jesus says to us as he said, in effect, to Peter: “It is not you who 

have chosen me, but I who have chosen you. Peter, it is not human wisdom that makes 

it possible for you to believe, but my Father’s revelation. I, not you, build my Church.” 

Paul’s experience of the risen Jesus on the road to Damascus was the 

driving force that made him one of the most zealous, dynamic, and 

courageous ambassadors of Christ the Church has ever had. But 

persecution, humiliation, and weakness became his day-by-day carrying 

of the cross, material for further transformation. The dying Christ was in 

him; the living Christ was his life. 

 

 

here were 

Christians in Rome 

within a dozen or 

so years after the death 

of Jesus, though they 

were not the converts 

of the “Apostle of the 

Gentiles” (Romans 

15:20). Paul had not yet visited them at the time he wrote his great 

letter in 57-58 A.D. 

There was a large Jewish population in Rome. Probably as a result of 

controversy between Jews and Jewish Christians, the Emperor Claudius 

expelled all Jews from Rome in 49-50 A.D. Suetonius the historian says 

that the expulsion was due to disturbances in the city “caused by the 

certain Chrestus” [Christ]. Perhaps many came back after Claudius’ death 

in 54 A.D. Paul’s letter was addressed to a Church with members from 

Jewish and Gentile backgrounds. 

In July of 64 A.D., more than half of Rome was destroyed by fire. 

Rumour blamed the tragedy on Nero, who wanted to enlarge his palace. 

He shifted the blame by accusing the Christians. According to the 

historian Tacitus, many Christians were put to death because of their 

“hatred of the human race.” Peter and Paul were probably among the 

victims. 

Reflection 

Wherever the Good News of Jesus was preached, it met the same 

opposition as Jesus did, and many of those who began to follow him 

shared his suffering and death. But no human force could stop the power 

of the Spirit unleashed upon the world. The blood of martyrs has always 

been, and will always be, the seed of Christians. 

Martyrdom 

ach week we are able to reflect on those of the faithful who make 

the ultimate sacrifice for our faith – their lives.  Christ was our 

example of what the cost of our faith might be and He indeed 

asked us to follow Him. St. Stephen is referred to as the Protomartyr, the 

first of many, and, likely not co-inicidentally but part of God’s design, 

Paul one of the the greatest of our faith and a martyr, was one of the 

participants in Stephens death. 

In our current society there exisits a very confusing series of ideas 

regarding life and eath.  On the one hand our culture cherishes and seeks 

to preserve our youthful form and bodily health, yet, has passed laws to 

legaize the murder of the unborn and the infirm.  Therefore the concept 

of martyrdom can seem very strange.  Martyrdom according to the 

Catechism is “the supreme witness given to the truth of the faith: it means bearing 

witness even unto death” (#2473).  Rather than renounce their faith, the 

martyr bears witness with extraordinary resilience to the belief that Christ 

suffered, died, and rose from the dead for our salvation, and to the truths 

of our Catholic faith.  (The word martyr means “witness.”) There are many 

modern day martyrs, sadly space does not permit us to cover them all 

and perhaps we will publish their stores as a special feature.  Consider  

Akash Bashir born June 1994 and 15 March 2015) was a Pakistani 

layman. In December 2014 he joined the security team in charge of 

protecting the Church of Saint John in Lahore, in the predominantly 

Christian neighborhood of Youhanabad. On Sunday, 15 March 2015, he 

blocked a suicide bomber who was about to enter the church. In January 

2022, he was named a Servant of God by Pope Francis, and the cause for 

his beatification was opened.   

On May 7, 2019, a school shooting occurred at 

STEM School Highlands Ranch, a charter 

school located in Douglas County, 

Colorado.  18-year-old seniors Kendrick 

Castillo, Joshua Jones, and Brendan Bialy, 

lunged at an attacker and Kendrick a devote 

Catholic, was killed while stopping the 

shooter.  His sacrifice is the other form or 

martyrdom for which Christ called us to in his 

new commandment.  “This is my commandment, 
that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater love 
than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. (John 15:13) 

Editor Notes: 

The Feasts, Memorials and Solemnities presented in this Bulletin conform to 

the Liturgical Calander of the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops.  

Occassionaly ones will be added from the USCCB for Blessed and Saints who 

may have particular patronage to a organization or ministry which 

parishioners may belong. 

The sources include: Dicastery for the Causes of Saints, CCCB, USCCCB, 

Franciscan Media, My Catholic Life, Catholic Culture and sites and books 

specific to Saint for a particular day. 

Please send any feedback to your parish secretary. 

T

E 

First Martyrs of the Church of Rome June 30 


