
Dear St. Edward Parishioners,
I’d like to share this story with you.
Thanks to you, Cowichan Hospice House opened in the 
depths of the pandemic in November of 2020. Though 
the house has served the community for over a year, 
one significant piece was still to come—a series of three 
stained-glass windows inspired by the natural beauty of 
the Cowichan region. 

Glenn Spicer, a talented local sculptor and stained-glass 
artist who created the windows, lived with cancer for 
24 years. As his health started to decline, Glenn worked 
determinedly on what would become his legacy of love 
and gratitude.

Glenn’s wife Diane says, “We often said how lucky 
we were… but we knew that his time was coming to an end 
very soon. What Glenn really, really wanted was to finish 
that window. It was… his legacy. He put his whole heart and 

soul into that. He wanted it 
to reflect nature because he 
loved nature and he wanted 
people to go in that sacred 
space and connect with 
nature when they couldn’t go 
out in the forest.”
When Glenn became too ill 
to be cared for at home he 
was welcomed to Cowichan 
Hospice House to be cared 
for in his final days.

For Diane, Cowichan 
Hospice House was “like 
an island of sanity,” both 
for the care Glenn received 
and for the support she 
received as a caregiver.

“When we first entered it 
was an enormous, enormous 
relief. I felt that I was in a 
place that I could recharge 
myself to be a help for 
Glenn. You don’t feel like 
you’re in an institution. You 
feel like you are in a sacred 
place …to share that final 
journey with the one you 
love.” 

She especially appreciated 
being able to snuggle 
up with Glenn as he got 
sicker: “That cuddle bed, 
what a gift that was! Since 
Glenn had the hospital bed 
in April, I had not laid down 
with him. Forty years with 
that man… so to be able 
to do that was the most 
beautiful thing.” 



When Glenn died, 
the windows were 
almost finished—all 
but the soldering and 
installation—and he 
had passed that final 
work on to others. Glenn’s 
legacy, his beautiful tryptic 
of stained glass, is now 
complete, creating a 
sanctuary of colour, light 
and nature within the 
Sacred Space in Hospice 
House. 

Thank you for providing 
support to both Glenn 
and Diane, and to all 
in Cowichan who need 
your support through 
their most difficult 
times. 

With warm regards,

Gretchen Hartley 
Executive Director

COWICHAN HOSPICE  
COMMUNITY SERVICES

3122 Gibbins Road 
Duncan BC V9L 1G2  
250-701-4242  
1-888-701-4242

cowichanhospice.org 
frontdesk@cowichanhospice.org

Foiled glass, ready to be soldered

Installation,  
with extreme care!

Nicky Lehwald and 
Donna Dougherty soldering


