
 
 

This week our bulletin once again pays tribute to martyrs.  The Feast of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe, came 
about because of the threat of nationalism in the early 20th century, yet it remains a vital defence to us in today’s world.  The 
Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary was established as a further honour to the Mother of God and the Church.  St 
Cecilia a martyr of the early Church is like so many of that time, known only to us through legend, but over the centuries like so 
many women martyrs inspired famous artist and millions of the faithful to imitate her example.  We present two martyrs on the 
23rd of November, Clement a pope ordained by Peter, Columban an Irish priest who converted thousands in Gual and Italy 
and the Blessed Fr. Pro who was executed by the Mexican government in 1927 during the violent persecution of the Church.  
Saint Andrew Dung-Lac and Companions’ a priest who, with over 130 religious and laity were martyred in Vietnam between the 
18th to 19th centuries.  Finally, another woman martyr from the early Church, Saint Catherine of Alexandria whose devotion and 
example inspired not those in her time but young women today.  

Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe – 

November 20th 

Pope Pius XI instituted this feast 
in 1925 with his encyclical Quas 
Primas (“In the first”) to 
respond to growing nationalism 
and secularism in the post-World 
War 1 period.  Most of Europe’s 
historic monarchies and imperial 
governments had been wiped 
out and replaced with autocratic 
idealists and their economies 
destroyed from war.  He 
recognized that these related 
societal evils would breed 

increasing hostility against the Church, and he was correct. 

During the early twentieth century, in countries that were being 
overtaken by spreading communist and fascist ideologies, their 
atheistic regimes threatened not just the Catholic Church and 
its faithful but civilization itself.  Pope Pius XI’s encyclical gave 
Catholics hope, he said that Christ “reigns ‘in the hearts of men’, 
both by reason of the keenness of his intellect and the extent of his 
knowledge, and also because he is every truth, and it is from him that 
truth must be obediently received by all mankind”. 

Quas Primas continues to ring true.  Although those evil 
regimes ultimately failed, in recent years, aggressive secularist 
campaigns have sought to marginalize the Church and other 
religious institutions.  In response to alienation and loss of 
solidarity – which tend to accompany these secularist assaults – 
nationalistic movements have sprung up across the western 
world.  Now, as always, we must turn and gaze on the face of 
Christ, our merciful Lord. 

On January 19, 2022, Open Doors, an international NGO 
advocating on behalf of persecuted Christians, released their 
annual World Watch List.  They identified fifty countries where 
Christians face the most severe types of persecution.   
According to the research, the persecution of Christians has 

reached the highest levels since the World Watch List began 
nearly 30 years ago.  “Across 76 countries, more than 360 million 
Christians suffer high levels of persecution and discrimination for their 
faith – an increase of 20 million since last year”.  312 million 
Christians live in the top fifty countries on the list.   

On this feast, let us pray for all Christians who continue to 
suffer persecution both from evil, authoritarian governments 
and in our own democratic country where the rights of 
Christians to practice their faith freely are being challenged and 
their beliefs suppressed. 

Presentation of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary – 

November 21st 

The recognition of Mary’s 
presentation was first celebrated 
in Jerusalem in the sixth century.  
A church was built there in 
honour of this mystery and 
although the feast disappeared 
from the calendar several times, in 
the 16th century it became a feast 
of the universal Church. 

As with Mary’s birth, we read of Mary’s presentation in the 
temple only in apocryphal literature (Apocryphal compositions are 
essentially rewritten Biblical passages which either retell or supplement the 
biblical text.  These compositions are represented as independent works 
and not as commentaries to the Bible.) In what is recognized as an 
unhistorical account, the Protoevangelium of James tells us 
that Anna and Joachim (Mary’s parents) offered Mary to God in 
the Temple when she was 3 years old.  This was to carry out a 
promise made to God when Anna was still childless.  Though 
it cannot be proven historically, Mary’s presentation has an 
important theological purpose.  This feast in addition to the 
feasts of the Immaculate Conception and of the birth of Mary, 
emphasizes her holiness was conferred on Mary from the 
beginning of creation, through her earthly life and to the end of 
time. 



 

Reflection 

It is sometimes difficult for us in the Western Church to 
appreciate a feast like this, even though the feast has no basis 
in history, it stresses an important truth about Mary: From the 
beginning of her earthly life, she was dedicated to God.  She 
became a greater temple than any man-made building, God 
came to dwell in her in a marvellous form and sanctified her 
for her unique role in God’s saving work.  At the same time, 
the magnificence of Mary enriches us, also her children, we too 
are temples of God and sanctified in order that we might enjoy 
and share in God’s saving work. 

St Cecilia (Born 200 - 

208, died 222 – 235) 

Nov 22 

Most contemporary 
authorities agree that 
Cecilia was born in Rome 
in the second century AD 
into a wealthy noble 
family.  Despite the 
likelihood of her being 
persecuted and ostracized, 
she made a choice to grow 
up a Christian.  
Determined to preserve 

her virginity on her wedding night she told her husband, 
Valerian, she was protected by an angel who would kill him if 
he touched her either for lust or love.  I am sure all newly 
married husbands would have some difficulty with this 
announcement on their wedding night, so he, naturally, wanted 
more information about this ‘angel’ and demanded a meeting.  
She told him the time and place and legend say they met, and 
he converted to Christianity and subsequently honoured his 
wife’s chastity.  But more was required of Valerian than 
abstinence as both he and his brother Tiburtius were tried and 
martyred along with their executioner Maximus who is said to 
have wept as he saw their spirits depart to heaven.  
Subsequently Cecilia herself was arrested and tried, she, like her 
husband and brother-in-law, was required to deny her 
Christianity and pay homage to Jove in accordance with 
Roman law.  She refused and was condemned to being burnt 
to death in a bath.  But she was divinely protected and lay in 
the bath for at least a day without any effect, so an executioner 
was dispatched to behead her, he tried three times but failed: 
three being the legal limit for this kind of butchery, which 
makes one wonder how the state arrived at such a limit in the 
first place.  Legend then took over from history and relates that 
she survived for three days after her ‘execution’ preaching to 
her fellow Christians, who tended her wounds, while praying to 
God.  Finally, she demanded a church be erected on the site of 
her execution and she died.     

St Cecilia’s life and death possess many things that must have 
attracted her beatification by the early Church: her courage in 
the face of persecution, her identification with the virginity 
(purity) of Mary the mother of God and her remarkable 
heavenly visions.  It may seem ironic that she became 
associated with music, which is seen in modern culture as one 
of the most sensuous arts.  However, in the 15th century when 
she first became associated with music, music was seen not as a 
sensuous art but as a revelation of the divine order.  The 
Accademia Nazionale di Santa Cecilia in Rome is one of the 
oldest musical institutions in the world, it was founded by the 
papal bull, Ratione congruit, issued by Sixtus V in 1585, which 
invoked two saints prominent in Western musical history: 
Gregory the Great, after whom Gregorian chant is named, and 
Saint Cecilia, the patron saint of music.   In 16th century that 
she started appearing in art with an organ or other instruments, 
from which time she became firmly linked with music and the 
organ.  Raphael’s painting, seen here, may well be the first to 
depict Cecilia in connection with music.  

St Clement, Saint Columban & Blessed Miguel 

Pro – November 23rd 

Saint Clement of Rome 
(died 99 A.D.) was 
either the first, second 
or third Pope after 
Saint Peter, depending 
on how you count 
them, and whether 
‘Cletus’ and ‘Anacletus’ 
are the same person, 
however, is likely he 
was ordained by Saint 
Peter.  Clement gives 
compelling evidence of 
the reality of the papacy 
from the very 
beginning of the 
Church, and to 

Cardinal Newman’s (St. John Henry Newman) famous truism 
“that to delve into history is to cease to be Protestant”.  Clement’s 
letters to the people at Corinth – which used to be read at Mass 
in those early days of the Church, but never adopted as 
canonical Scripture – stated that the Church Christ founded 
was ‘Catholic’ from the beginning, with a Pope, who had, and 
knew he had, full papal authority and primacy, along with 
bishops, priests, the Mass, the Eucharist and all the other 
sacraments. 

Under Emperor Trajan, Clement was exiled to the mines at 
Chersonesus on the Crimean peninsula, and, after miraculously 
quenching the thirst of his fellow prisoners with a spring of 
water, gained the martyr’s crown by being cast into the Black 
Sea tied to an anchor. 



 

Saint Columban, Latin 

Columbanus, (born c. 543, Leinster 
[Ireland]—died Nov. 23, 615, Bobbio 
[Italy]; not to be confused with the 
earlier Columba (June 9th), was an 
abbot, and writer and one of the 
greatest missionaries of the Celtic 
church, who initiated a revival of 
spirituality on the European 
continent. 

Educated in the monastery of Bangor, 
Ireland, Columban left Ireland about 
590 with twelve monks and 
established himself in the Vosges 
Mountains at Annegray, then in Gaul.  
For the disciples who came to follow 

his rule, Columban built the nearby monasteries of Luxovium 
and Fontaines (still standing).  Unpopular because of his 
attacks on immorality among local clergy, he was indicted 
before a synod of French bishops for keeping Easter according 
to the Celtic usage, whereupon he wrote Pope Gregory I for 
aid.  A powerful conspiracy was organized against him, and he 
was forcibly removed from his monastery at Luxovium, so he 
went on to Italy and founded the monastery of Bobbio where 
he remained until his death. 

November 23rd is also 

recognized for Blessed 

Miguel Pro but not on our 

calendars, but we added him 
here as he also testified to the 
fidelity that ‘Rome’ stands for 
and the sacrifice our priests are 
called to.  Blessed Miguel Pro 
was a charismatic, joyful young 

Jesuit during the violent persecutions by the communist 
government in Mexico in the early 20th century, put to death 
by firing squad on this date in 1927 under orders of President 
Plutarco Elias Calles, on false charges.  Calles is infamous as a 
vehement anti-Catholic, determined to destroy the Church, and 
held a special animosity for priests. 

From his earliest years, Miguel was known for his high 
intelligence, his wit, yet was never coarse nor mean – his 
charisma was the source of a deep and unshakable spirituality.  
After studies and formation with the Jesuit Order in California, 
since such education was illegal in Mexico, he went back to his 
native country in 1926.  He spent a year in rewarding apostolic 
work, evading capture with disguise and ingenuity, saying Mass 
and hearing thousands of confessions in secret.  He was 
arrested in 1927, sentenced following a show trial with no 
evidence and he was executed by firing squad.  One of the 
soldiers – a Catholic, with a trace of a conscience – asked the 
priest for forgiveness for what he was about to do.  Father Pro 
responded, ‘Not only do I forgive you, but I thank you’.  Apparently, 

Fr. Pro used to joke to the nuns whose confessions he heard, 
that they must pray he be martyred, for it was the only way he 
was going to make it to heaven. 

The priests’ only request as he faced imminent death was that 
he be permitted to spend some time in prayer, and the picture 
of him kneeling in deep reflection is profound, offering his 
sufferings for his beloved native land.  As he stood, with arms 
outstretched in cruciform waiting to die, he prayed and then 
cried out Viva Cristo Rey! as he was shot.  At his beatification 
as a martyr on September 25, 1988, Pope John Paul II said: 
“Neither suffering nor serious illness, nor the exhausting ministerial 
activity, frequently carried out in difficult and dangerous circumstances, 
could stifle the radiating and contagious joy which he brought to his life for 
Christ and which nothing could take away.  Indeed, the deepest root of 
self-sacrificing surrender for the lowly was his passionate love for Jesus 
Christ and his ardent desire to be conformed to him, even unto death”.  

Saint Andrew Dung-Lac and Companions’ 

November 24th 

Andrew Dung-Lac, a Catholic convert ordained to the 
priesthood, was one of 117 people martyred in Vietnam 
between 1820 and 1862.  Members of the companions group 
gave their lives for Christ in the 17th, 18th, and 19th centuries, 
and received beatification on four separate occasions between 
1900 and 1951.  Saint Andrew and all the companions were 
canonized by Pope Saint John Paul II. 

Christianity came to Vietnam through the Portuguese.  Jesuits 
opened the first permanent mission at Da Nang in 1615 where 
they ministered to Japanese Catholics who had been driven 
from Japan.  Severe persecutions occurred at least three times 
in the 19th century.  During the six decades after 1820, 
between 100,000 and 300,000 Catholics were murdered or 
subjected to great hardship.  In 1832, Emperor Minh-Mang 



 

banned all foreign missionaries, and tried to make all 
Vietnamese deny their faith by trampling on a crucifix.   

The last of the martyrs were seventeen laypersons, one of them 
a 9-year-old, executed in 1862.  That year a treaty with France 
guaranteed religious freedom to Catholics, but it did not stop 
all persecution.  By 1954, there were over a million Catholics, 
about seven percent of the population in the north.  Buddhists 
represented about 60 percent.  Persistent persecution forced 
some 670,000 Catholics to abandon lands, homes and 
possessions and flee to the south.  In 1964, there were still 
833,000 Catholics in the north, but many were in prison.  In 
the south, Catholics were enjoying the first decade of religious 
freedom in centuries, their numbers swelled by refugees.  
During the Vietnamese war (1955 to 1975 with over 1.1 million 
war related deaths including 59,000 American servicemen), Catholics 
again suffered in the north, and again moved to the south in 
substantial numbers.  Now reunited, the entire country is under 
Communist rule.  However, Vietnam has the fifth largest 
Catholic population in Asia, after the Philippines, India, China, 
and Indonesia.  There are about seven million Catholics in 
Vietnam, representing 7.0% of the total population.  There are 
twenty-seven dioceses with 2,228 parishes and 2,700 priests.  
This miracle is evidence of the work of the Holy Spirit and the 
success of Pope Pius XI 1925 encyclical Quas Primas when he 
instituted the feast of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the 
Universe to combat nationalism. 

Saint Catherine (aka Katherine) Of Alexandria 

Virgin, Martyr 287 - 310 A.D. - November 25  

From the tenth century onwards veneration for St. Catherine 
of Alexandria has been widespread in the Church of the East, 
and from the time of the Crusades this saint has been popular 
in the West, where many churches have been dedicated to her 
and her feast day kept with great solemnity, sometimes as a 
holy day of obligation.  Catherine is listed as one of the 

“Fourteen Holy 
Helpers” of mankind of 
the saints; she is the 
patroness of young 
women, philosophers, 
preachers, theologians, 
and workingmen.  Her 
voice is one of the 
heavenly voices heard 
by St. Joan of Arc. 

Artists have painted her 
with her chief emblem, 
the wheel, on which by 
tradition she was 
tortured; other emblems 
are a lamb and a sword.  
Her name continues to 
be cherished today by 
the young unmarried 
women of Paris.  In spite of this popular veneration, we have 
few facts that can be relied on concerning Catherine's life.  
Eusebius, the father of Church history, who was writing 
around the year 320, had heard of a noble young Christian 
woman of Alexandria whom the Emperor ordered to come to 
his palace, presumably to become his mistress, and who, on 
refusing, was punished by banishment and the confiscation of 
her estates.  The story of St. Catherine may have sprung from 
some brief record such as this, which later Christian writers 
adopted.  The earliest surviving account of Catherine's life 
comes around six hundred years after the traditional date of 
her martyrdom, in the Menologium, a document compiled for 
Emperor Basil II (976).   The cult of St Katherine of 
Alexandria probably originated in oral traditions from the 
fourth-century Diocletian Persecutions of Christians in 
Alexandria.  There is no evidence that Katherine herself was a 
historical figure and she may well have been a composite 
drawn from memories of women persecuted for their faith.  
The last persecutions of Christians, though short, were severe, 
and those living in the peace which followed seem to have 
been inclined to embellish the traditions of their martyrs so 
they would not be forgotten. 

The sources for this bulletin include: Dicastery for the Causes of Saints, CCCB, 
USCCB, Ordinariate of the Chair of Saint Peter, Catholic Bishops' Conference 
of England and Wales, Franciscan Media, My Catholic Life, Lives of the Saints 
Our Models and Protectors, Vatican Archives, Catholic Culture and sites and 
books specific to the Saint for a particular day.  Please send any feedback to your 
parish secretary. 


