
 

We reflect on five saints this week and celebrate the dedications of two of the most famous churches in the Christian world.  St. 
Albert the Great, considered among the greatest of German philosophers and Master of Thomas Aquinas.  St. Margaret of 
Scotland and St. Gertrude are celebrated on the 16th but saints of two quite divergent backgrounds, St. Margaret a queen and St. 
Gertrude a mystic and highly educated became patron to all nuns.  St. Elizabeth Of Hungary, died at the age of twenty-six, but 
married into wealth and by choice died poor while serving the poor and sick.  St Hugh of Lincoln an advisor to King Henry II, 
opposed the expulsion of the Jews from England and upon his death had two kings as pall bearers.  Finally, the celebration of the 
Dedication of the Basilicas of Saints Peter and Paul, both originally built by Constantine, both containing the remains of their 
namesakes and the highlights of modern-day Christian pilgrims.  

St. Albert the Great (1200 to 1280) Nov. 
15th Optional Memorial 

St. Albert the Great was a 13th-century German Dominican 
friar who firmly influenced the Church’s 

stance toward Aristotelian 
philosophy (is a philosophical 
tradition inspired by the work 
of Aristotle, usually 
characterized by deductive 
logic and an analytic 
inductive method in the 
study of natural philosophy 

and metaphysics – we will 
leave you to research the 

meaning of this….) which was 
oddly brought to Europe by the spread of 
Islam.  Albertus Magnus, also known as Saint Albert the Great 
or Albert of Cologne, was a Dominican friar, philosopher, and 
bishop.  Later canonised as a Catholic saint, he has been 
referred to as the greatest German philosopher and theologian 
of the Middle Ages.  The Church distinguishes him as one of 
the 36 Doctors of the Church. 

Philosophy students know him as the master of Thomas 
Aquinas.  Albert’s attempt to understand Aristotle’s writings 
established the environment in which Thomas Aquinas 
developed his synthesis of Greek wisdom and Christian 
theology.  He was the eldest son of a wealthy German lord and 
was educated in the liberal arts.  In spite of fierce his family’s 
opposition, he entered the Dominican novitiate.  His many 
interests prompted him to write a compendium of all 
knowledge: natural science, logic, rhetoric, mathematics, 
astronomy, ethics, economics, politics, and metaphysics.  His 
explanation of human learning took 20 years to complete.  He 
achieved his goal while serving as an educator at Paris and 
Cologne, as Dominican provincial, and even as bishop of 
Regensburg for a brief time.  Albert is the patron of scientists 
and philosophers. 

Reflection 

An information overload faces us Christians today in all branches of 
learning.  We only need to read current Catholic online publications 
to experience the varied reactions to social sciences, for example, in 
regard to Christian institutions, Christian lifestyles, and Christian 
theology.  Ultimately, in canonizing Albert, the Church pointed to his 
openness to truth, wherever it may be found, as his claim to holiness.  
His characteristic curiosity prompted Albert to dig deeply for wisdom 
within a philosophy his Church warmed to with great difficulty.  As 
such we should always “seek the truth” behind our news sources. 

St. Margaret of Scotland and St. Gertrude 
Nov. 16th 

St. Margaret (c. 1045-1093) was 
the great-niece of St. Edward 
the Confessor.  She was a 
Saxon princess, raised in exile 
in Hungary.  She returned to 
England in 1057 but had to flee 
once again after the Battle of 
Hastings (1066), and she went 
North with her mother Agatha 
to the court of Malcolm, the 
King of Scotland, whom she 
married.  She was a model 
mother and queen who 
brought up her eight children 
as devote Catholics and 
worked hard to improve the 
morality of her subjects.  

Margaret set up a ferry system to transport pilgrims across the 
Firth to the shrine and cathedral at Saint Andrew’s.  The 
landing spot is still called Queensferry in her memory. 

When Malcolm and one of their sons perished in the Battle of 
Alnwick (Northern England) against the English on November 
13, 1093, it was said that Margaret, hearing the sad news, took 
to her bed with a broken heart, dying a few days later.  She was 
canonized in 1250 by Pope Innocent IV and is now one of the 
patron saints of Scotland.  Sadly, her remains were dispersed in 
the insane and tragic destruction of the Church and all its relics 
and statues during the Scottish ‘reformation’ under the 
apostate priest John Knox, who allowed the famous cathedral 



 

of Saint Andrew’s to fall into ruin (which it still is).  Margaret’s 
head was preserved, given centuries later to Mary Queen of 
Scots as a relic to help in her childbirth.  The relic then made 
its way to the exiled Jesuits at Douay in Paris after Queen Mary 
lost her own head under the Tudor Elizabeth, and then it 
vanished as did everything else related to Catholic relics and 
Church property in the chaos of the French Revolution.  

St. Gertrude 1256 to 1302 
St. Gertrude the Great, a 
Cistercian nun, is one of 
the most lovable German 
saints from medieval 
times, and through her 
writings she became a 
guide to the interior life.  
She was one of the great 
mystics of the Middle 
Ages.  She was favoured 
by visions of our Saviour 
and has left a marvellous 
account of them in a 

book which she called Revelations.  From early on – and 
contrary to those who claim the false myth that the Church 
limited the learning of women – Gertrude absorbed the 
education of her time like a sponge.  She studied the 
quadrivium (the four liberal arts in medieval universities: 
arithmetic, geometry, music, and astronomy) and the trivium of 
the liberal arts: grammar, rhetoric, and logic, becoming fluent 
in Latin, adept in music and grammar, and absorbing the works 
of the Fathers and doctors of the Church, from Augustine to 
Bernard of Clairvaux. 

St. Gertrude introduced the devotion to the Sacred Heart 
which, four centuries later, St. Margaret Mary spread 
throughout the Church.  Gertrude died at the beginning of the 
thirteenth century.  Similarity in name has often caused 
confusion between the many Saints Gertrude, therefore she is 
referred to with the title of ‘Great’, a designation given her by 
Pope Benedict XIV. 

Gertrude spent most of her short life at the Cistercian convent 
of St. Mary at Helfta (Germany) dying at the age of forty-six, 
going peacefully to her Saviour – to whom she considered 
herself spiritually married.  She is Patron to: Nuns; travellers; 
West Indies.   

St. Elizabeth Of Hungary 1207 – 1231 
(Memorial) Nov. 17th 

Elizabeth was the daughter of King Andrew II of Hungry.  At 
the age of four, she was brought to the court of her future 
husband, Ludwig, Count of Thuringia.  After her marriage in 
1221, she very conscientiously fulfilled her duties both toward 
her husband and as a servant of God.  During the night she 
would rise from bed and spend prolonged periods in prayer.  

Zealously she performed all types of charitable acts; she put 
herself at the service of widows, orphans, the sick, the needy.  
During a famine she generously distributed all the grain from 

her stocks, cared for 
lepers in one of the 
hospitals she 
established, kissed 
their hands and feet.  
For the benefit of the 
indigent, she provided 
lodgings. 

After the early death 
of her husband (in 
1227 while on a 
crusade), Elizabeth laid 
aside all royal dignities 
in order to serve God 
more freely.  She put 
on simple clothing, 
became a tertiary of St. 

Francis, and showed great patience and humility.  She was not 
spared from intense suffering - the goods belonging to her as a 
widow were withheld, she was forced to leave her home, and 
no one dared receive her for fear of her enemies.  Upon much 
pleading a shepherd of the area permitted her to use an 
abandoned pigsty.  No one was allowed to visit or aid her; with 
her three children, of whom the youngest was a few months 
old, she was forced to wander about in the winter's cold. 

In 1228 Elizabeth took the veil of the Sisters of the Third 
Order of St. Francis at Marburg and built a hospital with some 
property still belonging to her.  She lived in a small mud house 
and devoted herself to the poor and the sick, and she obtained 
the few things she needed by spinning.  Young in years but rich 
in good works, she died in 1231, only twenty-four years old. 

St Hugh of Lincoln, (1135-1200) Bishop – 
Nov. 17th 
St Hugh of Lincoln was born to nobility, the child of William, 
Lord of Avalon.  His mother Anna died when he was eight, 
and he was raised and taught at a cloister at Villard-Benoit in 
France.  He became a priest at 15, and Elder at 19.  He joined 
the Carthusians in 1160 and in 1175 he became abbot of the 
main English Carthusian cloister, which was provided by King 
Henry II as a feature of his atonement for the killing of 
Thomas Becket.  

He was highly regarded for his intellectual ability, his integrity 
and kind and caring nature.  In 1175, at the request of Henry 
II, he was sent to England to establish the first English 
Charterhouse at Witham in Somerset, which he did in the face 
of obstacles of all kinds.  It flourished so well under his care, 
that in 1181 the King chose him to be Bishop of Lincoln.  
Hugh was reluctant to leave the monastic life but agreed and 
moved to Lincoln in 1186.   



 

He set about rebuilding the part of the Cathedral which had 
been damaged in an earthquake the previous year. 

He was one of 
the Church 
leaders who 
denounced the 
persecution of 
the Jews that 
occurred in 
England, 1190-
91, repeatedly 
facing down 
armed mobs 
and making 
them release 
their victims.  
At the request 
of the English 

King John, he went on a diplomatic mission to France in 1199, 
visiting the Grande Charthouses in Cluny and Citeaux, and 
returned from the trip in poor health.  A few months later, 
while attending a national council in London, he became ill 
again and died two months later at the Old Temple in London 
on November 16.  He was canonized twenty years later, in 
1220, the first Carthusian to be honoured. 

Hugh was held in great affection by everyone from peasants to 
monarchs and on his death at the age of sixty, he was greatly 
mourned.  At his magnificent funeral, the Kings of England 
and Scotland helped to carry the bier.  He was buried in 
Lincoln Cathedral and Canonised on 18 February 1220 by 
Pope Honorius III. 

St Hugh is usually depicted as a Bishop, sometimes as a 
Carthusian.  In either case he is accompanied by a swan, the 
swan of Stow, Lincolnshire (site of a palace of the bishops of 
Lincoln) which had a deep and lasting friendship with the 
Saint, eating from his hand even guarding him while he slept.  
The swan would follow him about and was his constant 
companion while he was at Lincoln. 

The Dedication of the Basilicas of Saints 
Peter and Paul – Nov. 18th 

St. Peter’s is probably the most famous church in Christendom 
and has one of the greatest collections of renaissance art and 
architecture in Europe, but it began on a much humbler scale.  
Vatican Hill was a simple cemetery where believers gathered at 
Saint Peter’s tomb to pray.  In 319, Constantine built a basilica 
on the site that stood for more than a thousand years until, 
despite numerous restorations, it was near to collapse.  In 1506, 
Pope Julius II ordered it to be reconstructed on a design of 
Donato Bramante, but the new basilica was not completed and 
dedicated for more than two centuries. 

St. Paul’s Outside-the-Walls stands near the Abbazia delle Tre 
Fontane, where Saint Paul is believed to have been beheaded.  

The largest church in Rome until St. Peter’s was rebuilt, the 
basilica also rises over the traditional site of its namesake’s 
grave.  The most recent building was constructed after a fire in 
1823.  The first basilica was also built by Constantine. 

Constantine’s building projects in Rome attracted pilgrims 
from the earliest days and has continued to do so for over five 
hundred years.  From the time the basilicas were first built until 
the empire crumbled under “barbarian” invasions, the two 
churches, although miles apart, were linked by a roofed 
colonnade of marble columns. 

Reflection 

Peter, the rough fisherman whom Jesus named the rock on which the 
Church is built, and the educated Paul, reformed persecutor of 
Christians, Roman citizen, and missionary to the gentiles, are the 
original odd couple.  The major similarity in their faith-journeys is the 
journey’s end: both, according to tradition, died a martyr’s death in 
Rome—Peter on a cross and Paul beneath the sword.  Their 
combined gifts shaped the early Church and believers have prayed at 
their tombs from the earliest days. 

The sources for this bulletin include: Dicastery for the Causes of Saints, CCCB, 
USCCB, Ordinariate of the Chair of Saint Peter, Catholic Bishops' Conference 
of England and Wales, Franciscan Media, My Catholic Life, Lives of the Saints 
Our Models and Protectors, Vatican Archives, Catholic Culture and sites and 
books specific to the Saint for a particular day.  Please send any feedback to your 
parish secretary. 


